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has hitherto threatened to break the political mould or to
destroy the ethical system on which democracy rests. There
has not even been a sharp cleavage between leading parties
on the nature of the democratic ideal, nothing so clear-cut
as the conflict of ideas in the Third French Republic between
national Liberals and Radical democrats. Movements like
communism and fascism, which rent Europe in the quarter
century after the Russian Revolution and gave to parties-
their watchwords and their bitterness, had directly no pro-
found repercussions in the Dominions although the indirect
influences were felt here as elsewhere in the western world.
Communist groups exist in all, but despite their energy and
intransigence they lack political weight, and naturally abstain
from a frontal attack on the parliamentary regime, whatever
may be their implicit hostility. They cannot make headway
in communities where social mobility is so real and belief
in the liberal way of life so deep. Other anti-democratic
views in politics are confined largely to minor pockets of
irreconcilable nationalists in Canada and South Africa, and
in Canada at least these are probably much less important
than the Communists. The general growth of nationalism
in the Dominions is closely linked with rather than hostile
to democracy, for it is a liberal nationalism, concerned not
with ancient antipathies but with a fuller freedom for the
community, and derives its impulse from the operations of
democratic institutions. The potential elements of a chal-
lenge to democracy are strongest in South Africa where the
policy of racial discrimination may in time among the natives
lead to a powerful Communist or other revolutionary move-
ment, perhaps pan-African in character. Social class is here
dangerously associated with colour, and colour with social
class, a situation wherein dwell the latent ingredients of a
bitter class war.
* At present the real threat to the democracy of the
Dominions is not from an ideological schism, but from those
forces which may undermine democracy in any modern state:
public apathy, neglect or repudiation of democratic pro-
cedures by organized and self-regarding groups whose
interests are involved, concentration of economic power